Abbey Line Community Rail Partnership

WORKING WITH CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND
VULNERABLE ADULTS POLICY

AREAS OF APPLICABILITY

All instances where the activities of ALCRP involve children or vulnerable adults,
including where they are likely to attend events.

EXAMPLES OF APPLICABILITY TO ABBEY LINE CRP ACTIVITIES

Some examples of activities that this policy is applicable to are listed below, but it
should be noted that there will be other activities covered by the policy:

e Engagement with community groups

e Public events

e Publicity photographs

POLICY

The policy is particularly aimed at ALCRP activities actively involving working with
children or vulnerable adults (e.g. projects with local schools), but also applies where
children or young adults may attend open events run by ALCRP.

The purpose of the policy is to protect children and vulnerable adults from abuse of
any kind.

Understanding the Issues

Although many of the potential issues are unlikely to arise due to the nature of
ALCRP’s activities, it is important that all those responsible for running ALCRP are
aware of these issues.

e All members of the ALCRP Steering Group are required to read the NSPCC
“Safeguarding Standards and Guidance For the Voluntary and Community
Sector” document available on the NSPCC website at
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1079/safeguarding-standards-and-guidance.pdf

e Steering Group members are required to sign on an annual basis that they
have read the NSPCC document. Any member who does not sign to this
effect will be excluded from Steering Group business and their organisation
informed.


https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1079/safeguarding-standards-and-guidance.pdf
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Recruitment
Any employment of staff working for ALCRP is through a third-party organisation.

e The recruitment process for the CRP Officer, and any other future paid posts,
will be subject to the safe recruitment policies of the employing organisation.

Volunteers

It is essential that all volunteers understand the issues around the protection of
children and vulnerable adults.

e An overview of the protection of children and vulnerable adults is included in
the induction process.

Volunteers will only undertake activities agreed in advance by the CRP Officer.
Engagement with Children and Vulnerable Adults

ALCRP will undertake activities with children and vulnerable adults as part of its
community engagement role.

e Direct activities with children and vulnerable adults will only be undertaken
through established organisations (e.g. schools).

e ALCRP personnel should be accompanied by a member of the established
organisation at all times when undertaking the activities.

e Under no circumstances should someone acting on behalf of ALCRP meet
with a child or vulnerable adult on their own.

Events

Public events organised by the ALCRP are open to all. Whilst parents, guardians
and carers have a general responsibility for ensuring the safety of children and
vulnerable adults, ALCRP has a responsibility for minimising the risk of any harm
arising from the event.

e The risk of physical harm and appropriate mitigating measures will be set out
in the Events Plan as set out in the Risk Management Policy.
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e At least two members of the Steering Group should be in attendance at any
ALCRP public event at all times.

e Any unauthorised person taking photographs of children at an event will be
challenged immediately.

Photographs
e Any photographs of children or vulnerable adults taken by ALCRP for publicity
purposes will require a signed authorisation. This also applies to third-party
organisations taking photographs at an event organised by ALCRP.
Reporting
At events, any issues of concern should be reported to the event organiser or, if not
immediately available, any other member of the CRP Steering Committee. Any issue
of concern should be reported immediately.
Any other concerns should be raised with the Safeguarding champion.

RESPONSIBILITY

All members of the Steering Group are responsible for ensuring that this policy is
applied.

In addition, there is a named Safeguarding champion on the Steering Group. The
champion will have links to local authority safeguarding advice.
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